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Hello Fellow Sons, 

I hope you are all well. This Month has been quiet 

compared to last. We now have a firm date to visit 

the Confederate Relic room in Columbia. The date 

is Saturday July 23. Mr. Joe Long is looking for-

ward to Camp 842 coming. I hope you will put this 

on your calendar.  The tour will start at 10:00 AM. 

All friends and family are welcome to join us for 

the tour. I hope to see all of you there. 

At the next meeting, we need to make plans to go 

to the Watermelon Festival Parade. As you know 

this is the only way we have to be seen by the gen-

eral public. I would like to see the float full of men 

and women honoring their ancestors. 

Remember it is your duty to see that the men who 

fought and were your ancestors are not forgotten. 

 In Service to Dixie & 842 

Peter D. Boineau 

     I would like to thank our members for supporting The Rivers 

Bridge Confederate Memorial Day at Rivers Bridge on May 

13th.  We had a good number of camp members and Ira did a 

good job leading us in our pledge and salutes to the flag.  Cole-

man’s efforts with the lemonade were super as usual and I do 

appreciate everyone being in attendance.  

      We had a good number of members at the Bamberg Memo-

rial on Saturday May 14th and Mrs. Betty Jane Miller did an 

excellent job speaking.  Citadel cadet, I think his name was Wil-

liam Rhode, did an excellent job playing the bag pipes.  Commander Boineau did a 

good job presenting the program. 

     Neil Dickey did a good job as our speaker on May 17th and we had good attend-

ance at our meeting. 

     I look forward to our planned trip to The S.C. Confederate Relic Room and hope 

that everyone will attend. 

     Well, it's that time again for camp members; CAMP 

DUES.  We all know the financial burdens that we all have to 

carry in this economy but we need to keep in mind the reason we 

get together and and why the SCV was started in the first place.   

     Our ancestors walked around with nothing in their pockets 
and yet they survived.  Is it asking too much to pay a little each 

year to carry on their memory?  I urge all to pay their dues as 

soon as possible.  It will help everyone concerned. 

In Your Service, 

J. Herman Smith - Adjutant 

1st Lt CDR Floyd 

Commander Boineau 

Adjutant Smith 
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     The University of Mississippi has ter-

minated its mascot, "Colonel Reb." The 

mascot, an archetypal Southern gentle-

man with a hat, cane, and a little bow-tie, 

is of course racist.  
     Affable, bearded and jaunty, with a 

bright costume that cleverly foiled his 

dark history on the plantation, Col. Reb, 

when he was alive, looked rather like that 

other infamous slave-driver, Col. Sanders, 

whose inscrutable and permanent smile 

these days (in markets where he still 

shows his face) offers only a faint clue as 

to the fortunes he's made in his long, post-

war masquerade as a peddler of fried 

chicken.  

     "We just want it to be over," said one 
Mississippi student on the subject of Col. 

Reb's execution.  

     Watch your back, Sanders.  

     There is of course nothing sacred 

about a football mascot or a corporate 

brand, and nothing particularly sad about 

the disappearance of either one, except 

for the fact that now there is nothing left 

of Southern symbolism to erase. Some 

time ago, you see, most Southerners start-

ed believing that fried chicken, football 
games, NASCAR and maybe a handmade 

basket or two were among the only cul-

tural 'treasures' they could, or should, be 

proud of.  

     And now we learn that what legions of 

Americans consider to be a transcendent 

symbol of extraordinary military leader-

ship and valor, states' rights, indefatigable 

heroism, enduring pride and strength in 

the face of terrible odds and calamitous 

defeat – the Confederate battle flag – is 

now officially deemed a symbol of hate 
by the U.S. armed forces. Prospective 

members of all branches of the armed 

forces who happen to have a 

"Confederate flag" tattoo are automatical-

ly rejected.  

     Red crescents, Ankhs and the like are 

a "go" as are satanic pentagrams with 

bleeding goat-heads, inverted crosses, 

Vishnus and Virgin Mothers doing just 

about anything anywhere you can imag-

ine, but not a star- studded blue cross (or 
saltire) over a red field. That image is un-

American, hateful and now officially 

equivalent to the swastika.  

     Americans who sport the Confeder-

ate battle flag – many whose ancestors 

fell under the flag, who are buried with 

honor on American soil beneath the 
flag, whose fathers and great-

grandfathers flew this flag with patriot-

ic pride over homes, and seats of gov-

ernment, and even U.S. Navy ships at 

war – and who want to serve our coun-

try under arms, are no longer deemed 

compatible with our armed forces.  

     The Confederate battle flag has 

been appropriated by hate groups of 

one kind or another for racist reasons, 

but it is also, indisputably, the reigning 

symbol of Southern history and pride. 
Why would Southerners ever surrender 

this treasure? Why would they have it 

erased from a state flag, as Georgia did 

in 2001? Why would they allow Amer-

ica's "best and brightest" to ban it as a 

universal "symbol of hate" without 

even putting up a fight?  

     Historians disagree about whether 

the war would have happened "with or 

without slavery." Slavery was a nation-

al evil, the great mainstay of the agrar-
ian South and a catalyst for polarized 

politics and violent action on both 

sides. But even Southerners have now 

forgotten about the enormous and 

complex roster of constitutionally 

based complaints regarding tariffs, 

direct and indirect taxation, the ex-

traordinarily significant issue of nulli-

fication, innumerable federal imposi-

tions and more, and more, which led 

the Confederate states to draft their 

declarations of secession. These short, 
concise documents are not only fasci-

nating, they are of obviously incalcula-

ble value to any free citizen whose aim 

is to know the history of his state, his 

country and his constitution. Do you 

know of even one young Southerner 

who has studied any of these docu-

ments in school?  

 

     It is commonly held even among 

schoolchildren in the South that the 
war was fought in the wake of a glori-

ous national Emancipation Proclama-

tion, when of course Lincoln's proclama-

tion very belatedly only freed Southern 

slaves. Northern slaves were freed even 

later (the last in New Jersey at the very 

end of the war), as the cause of emanci-
pation became a public-relations boon 

for Lincoln, for conscription and for the 

North internationally. To be sure, there 

were more slaves in the South than in the 

North, and the Emancipation Proclama-

tion was a very important and effective 

document, but "The Great Emancipator" 

plainly admitted he would free all, or 

none, of the slaves if it would save the 

Union. Why must these truths be ig-

nored?  

     All Americans understand that scores 
of Union soldiers fought proudly and 

honorably "to free the slaves," but now 

Southerners seem to have started to be-

lieve, en masse, that their Confederate 

ancestors raised their battle flag "to de-

fend the institution of slavery." In fact 

only a miniscule percentage – I have 

seen estimates lower than 2 percent – of 

Confederate soldiers were members of 

slave-owning families, lived or worked 

on plantations, or were otherwise part of 
the "antebellum" life painted by Holly-

wood. Anyone who knows their history 

knows exactly what most Confederate 

officers would have told you in the field: 

"We have no desire for conquest and, as 

clearly stated by our political leaders, 

every wish for national reconciliation. 

The Confederate battle flag represents 

the fighting spirit of the citizens of these 

states who are proudly and patriotically 

rebelling against a central government 

which has become tyrannical."  
     Have you ever asked a Southern high-

schooler or college student what the 

Confederate battle flag represented to the 

men who fought for the confederacy? 

I've done it many times. The answer is 

usually: Hatred. Slavery.  

     And who spoke out against slavery? 

Many on both sides, of course, and prob-

ably many more in the North than in the 

South, but also Jefferson Davis, the pres-

ident of the Confederacy; his secretary of 
state, Judah Benjamin; Gov. William 

Smith of Virginia; Reps. Barksdale and 

Southern shame, Southern ghosts 
 

By Franklin Raff 
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Kenner (once one of the largest slave-

holders in the South) as well as the high-

est-ranking CSA generals Joseph John-

ston and none other than General Robert 

E. Lee. The Confederate battle flag was 
Lee's flag, the flag of the Army of North-

ern Virginia. On slavery, he said: "There 

are few, I believe, in this enlightened age, 

who will not acknowledge that slavery as 

an institution is a moral and political 

evil."  

     The dirty, not so-little secret of the 

war, you see, is that slavery had become 

morally, politically, and (because of the 

industrialization of agriculture, labor 

disputes, etc.) financially untenable in 

both the North and the South, and it was 
on its way out. Still, Congress did not 

consider an abolition amendment until 

1864. At that time, the Southern states 

were long absent from Congress. Even 

then, shamefully, it did not pass and was 

not adopted until after the war. The North 

was obviously as tragically intertwined 

with the institution of slavery as the 

South. But what Southern youngster 

knows it?  

     And who defended the freedom of the 
press and information in this terrible 

time? More than 300 Northern newspa-

pers were suppressed during the war and 

the Northern press was known to have 

been heavily censored, while, for in-

stance, even Jefferson Davis endured 

astonishingly dark personal attacks from 

even the Southern press, but unlike Lin-

coln, refused to limit their freedoms. In 

short, scholars agree that "dissenters" had 

freedom of speech only in the South.  

     It would seem important to keep these 
facts in mind as we review a tiny part of 

the historical record and ponder the pre-

sent near-universality of the South's ac-

quiescence to a comically simplistic and 

largely inaccurate "victor's history" of the 

war. But perhaps facts no longer matter.  

     The long, arduous road toward nation-

al reconciliation and equal rights need 

never have included cultural annihilation: 

historical, symbolic or otherwise. Yet 

that is what Southerners face today, and 
it is their own fault.  

     By failing to educate their children, or 

by allowing others to mis-educate their 

children, and as evidenced by their will-

ingness to repeatedly allow the definition 

of their cultural symbols – from the Con-

federate battle flag down to a bow-tied, 

fancified Southern colonel in a funny suit 

– as symbols of "hate," they are ulti-

mately, finally, characterizing their 

forebears – soldiers, yes, along with 

doctors, lawyers, philosophers, scien-

tists, and farmers, free blacks 
(including slave-owners), businessmen 

and politicians (many of whom were 

abolitionists) – universally, as the sim-

ple, hateful hicks federal propagandists 

once made them out to be.  

     By abandoning these most sacred 

and most benign symbols of Southern 

heritage, they admit a deeper commit-

ment to ignore and let others define, 

their past. Worse perhaps, they turn 

their backs on the legacies and souls of 

real American patriots and heroes.  
     When they once again encounter 

their ancestors, which I believe they 

will, how will so many Americans 

account for their feeble treachery? 

Maybe, like the Mississippi student, 

they will say: "We just wanted it to be 

over."  

     I wonder what some of those old 

heroes might say in reply.  

     What about:  

 
And here you are, my spiritually im-

poverished progeny, 300 years after 

the first war in which we fought and 

died that you might be free from a ty-

rannical central government, and al-

most 200 years after another great and 

terrible war, the worst imaginable, in 

which we fought our brothers and died 

for the very same cause. You have 

now willingly disgraced not just this 

cause – which might have been under-

standable given the terrible complexity 
of the time – but you have also dis-

graced almost every vestige of our 

memory, corrupting even the flags on 

our graves. The degree to which you 

are now indebted to, and dependent on, 

your federal government is a most bit-

ter reminder of our failure. But you 

have failed in a deeper sense. You, like 

many Americans, have in your igno-

rance abetted in the practical destruc-

tion our founders' Constitution. Having 
surrendered liberty, you are no longer 

entitled to its blessings. So please do 

not speak of slavery. You have 

stripped yourself of your knowledge, 

pride and heritage. You have shamed 

and prostrated yourself, and, to no 

small degree, it is you who are now 

enslaved.  

I shudder to imagine what the ghosts of 

the past, black and white, will say to us 

when we join them.  

     And then again, maybe it won't be 

so bad. After all, you know what hap-
pens to those who do not remember 

their history.  

     One way or another, by reverence or 

ignorance, history is destiny.  

Monument Dedication Service 

 

     The CSS David Chapter #2656 United 

Daughters of the Confederacy Moncks 

Corner, SC and the General Ellison Ca-
pers Camp No. 1212 Sons of Confederate 

Veterans Moncks Corner, SC will be 

dedicating a monument on June 25, 2011 

at 10:00 a.m. 

     The monument will be placed at the 

Berkeley County Museum at Stoney 

Landing in Moncks Corner, SC. 

     This has been a long journey and is 

culminating in a monument with 264 

names of Berkeley County Confederate  

Soldiers inscribed upon it. 

     Light refreshments will be served on 
the grounds after the service. 

     We would like to invite you to come 

out and join us in honoring our Confeder-

ate ancestors. 

     If you would like further information 

you can contact Jan Stewart 828-467-

4363 or Nathan Daniel 843-351-2378. 

 

Historical Marker Dedication 

 

     A historical marker  honoring the 
memory of the 11th Regiment South Car-

olina  Volunteer Infantry will be dedicat-

ed on Friday, June 24, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. 

in Crocketville, SC.  The dedication will 

be held in front of the Presbyterian 

Church. 

     Company D also known as ―The 

Whippy Swamp Guards‖ was recruited 

from this area. 
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Praise From a Northerner 

In 1886, Mr. Benj. Williams, of Massachusetts, wrote in the Lowell Sun: "When Mr. 

Davis was a prisoner, subjected to the grossest indignities, his proud spirit remained 

unbroken and never since the subjugation of his people has he abated in the least his 

assertion of the cause for which they struggled. The seduction of power or interest may 

move lesser men; that matters not to him; the cause of the Confederacy as a fixed moral 

and constitutional principle, unaffected by the triumph of physical force, he asserts to-

day as unequivocally as when he was seated in its executive chair at Richmond. Now, 

when we consider all this—what Mr. Davis has been and, most of all, what he is today, in the moral greatness of his position—can 

we wonder that his people turn aside from time-servers and self-seekers and from the common-place chaff of life and render to him 

that spontaneous and grateful homage which is his due? The Confederacy fell, but not until she had achieved immortal fame. Few 

great established nations in all time have ever exhibited capacity and direction in government equal to hers, sustained, as she was, 

by the iron will and fixed persistence of the extraordinary man who was her chief."  

President Jefferson Davis 

Much maligned, but little known. 


